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founded a Ministry of Labour, marking, thereby,
a new era in the history of French institutions.

The government has favoured the formation of
labour-unions of all kinds, and under conditions
more beneficial for toilers. These have not in-
frequently been abusive when in trades-unions,
cruel in strikes, and criminal in the senseless de-
struction of property; but as a whole the labour
movement has meant greater independence, a
clearer consciousness of the rights of the labourer,
and a certain education resulting from his desire
to co-ordinate himself properly with his economic
environments. His employers are no longer the
baronial lords of the Second Empire, who acted
as if they owned his soul. He is no more haunted
by the fear of losing his position because of his
vote or his Church.

A fact which shows the improvement in his
condition is that the legislation of the last forty
years has been mostly in his favour. The Parlia-
ment has passed laws on liability of employers
in case of accidents, laws providing reliable in-
spectors for the security of the labourer in mines,
laws to free workingmen from the livret, a book
of identity placing the labourer at the mercy of
his employer, laws preventing a child from
working in factories unless provided with a cer-
tificate from some doctor that the labour is not